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    Only in recent years has there been a movement with any 
real organization to reclaim some streams for brook trout and 
more aggressively protect those that still hold wild trout. This 
most recent study has covered areas from Georgia to Maine.  
Brook trout still do well in Maine and Northern New England, in 
general, but other suburbanized Eastern states are a battle-
ground in the campaign to back the “Brookies”, as they often 
are known. 
     Another big factor in the decline of wild brook trout is com-
petition from introduced species, such as bass and brown trout.  
The brown trout, native to Europe, can often displace brook 
trout in a stream. Besides development pressures and dis-
placement by introduced species, global warming is seen as an 
increasing threat in coming years. Those cold streams may not 
be as cold in coming decades. 
     Adams County TU partnered with Cumberland Valley TU 
along with Michaux State Forest personnel since March 2004 
in a joint venture to restore habitat and protect streams that still 
hold wild Brookies. Both chapters have joined forces on the 

(Continued on page 4) 

Membership Meeting October 15, 7PM 
at the Allenberry Meadow Lodge 
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     Our October Meeting will feature Glenn Carson’s presenta-
tion “6 Years on the West Branch”.  Glenn has been traveling 
to Binghamton, New York each week for 3 to 5 days while es-
tablishing a new office and working on a large project there.  
Six years ago he realized that it was going to be a “long haul” 
situation, and he decided to find somewhere to stay along the 
West Branch of the Delaware to help preserve his sanity.  In 
2003 he started to carry a small camera each night he fished 
and will share his photos along with his story and what he has 
experienced and learned while living along the river from April 
to late October for the past 6 years.   

(Continued on page 3) 

 

30 
Members and 

Guests Attended 
the September 

Members Meeting  

+++++  Recipient of the 2005 Trout Unlimited “Silve r Trout” National Conservation Award  +++++ 
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Calendar of Events  
 

2008 
 

October 4 
     PFFMA Dinner & Auction 
     Allenberry, Boiling Springs 
 

October 5-7 
     Steelhead Trip 
     Erie, PA 
 

October 8, 7:00 PM 
     Directors Meeting 
     Allenberry, Boiling Springs 
 

October 9, 8:00 AM 
     Senior Breakfast 
     Fay’s Country Kitchen 
 

October 15, 7:00 PM 
     Membership Meeting 
     Allenberry, Boiling Springs 
 

November 12, 7:00 PM 
     Directors Meeting 
     Allenberry, Boiling Springs 
 

November 13, 8:00 AM 
     Senior Breakfast 
     Fay’s Country Kitchen 
 

November 19, 7:00 PM 
     Membership Meeting 
     Allenberry, Boiling Springs 
 

2009 
 

January 22 
     Fly Tying Classes  
     Session 1 
     Boiling Springs High School 
 

January 23-25 
     The Fly Fishing Show 
     CVTU Bus Trip Sat. 7 AM 
     Garden State Exhibit Center 
     Somerset, NJ 
 

February 7-15, 10 AM - 7 PM 
     Eastern Sports and  
       Outdoor Show 
     Farm Show Building 
 

March 21 
     Limestoner Banquet  
     Hotel Carlisle & Embers 
        Convention Center 
     Carlisle, PA 
 

June 21-26 
     Rivers Conservation and  
     Fly Fishing Youth Camp  
     Allenberry, Boiling Springs 
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Clark Hall, Editor 

     Submission of articles and suggestions for the newsletter are encour-
aged and may be sent to clarkhall@comcast.net  or you can call me at 
697-4549.  The deadline for articles for the November issue is October 
20. 
 

     The CVTU Seniors Group meets at 8AM the second Thursday of 
each month at Fay's Country Kitchen in Carlisle.  All seniors and anyone 
else able to attend are welcome.   
 

     We have email addresses for the following members, but the emails 
bounce back when sent.  If your name is on the list, or you have a cor-
rect email address for someone on the list, please send me the current 
email address.  Alan Ashley, Thomas Baum, Dale Bluman, Richard 
Brenner, John Clifton, Tracey Coulter, Michael Daniels, John Densham, 
Evan Flowers, Jack Free, James Hess, Charles Higbee, Kalvin Kaloz, 
Ron Karper, Tommy Lodge, Andrew Madison, Fredric March, Daniel 
McGary, Christopher McPadden, Tom Miller, Benjamin Mummert, Brian 
Nelson, Ashley Rhodes, Michael Rish, David Runkle, Jim Siemons, Mi-
chael Strohl, F. Svirbly. 
     We have been having problems with emails to certain email provid-
ers ending up in spam filters, especially AOL and Verizon.  Be sure to 
put my email address, clarkhall@comcast.net , in your email address 
book and/or “safe senders list” to bypass the filters. 
 

     The Somerset Fly Fishing Show is a must-see for the avid fly fish-
erman.  Travel in style in a luxury bus and be dropped at the door in 
time for the 10AM opening.  Be picked up at the door again at 4PM for a 
restful drive back to Carlisle, with a dinner stop on the way.  Arrive home 
refreshed and invigorated. Tickets include transportation, show en-
trance, and a variety of refreshments on the bus.  For more information 
see the November issue of Tight Lines or email Paul Rouse at 
paulsrouse@comcast.net or call him at 486-4646.  Details of the semi-
nars and exhibitors at the show will soon be posted at: 
http://www.flyfishingshow.com/Somerset__NJ.html . 
 

     CVTU’s 2009 Winter Fly Tying Classes will begin Thursday, Janu-
ary 22 and will continue for 8 consecutive Thursdays.  We will again be 
conducting both beginner and intermediate/advanced sessions simulta-
neously.  Beginners will learn to tie 8 flies that will progressively build 
the skills needed to learn fly tying and will also then be armed with effec-
tive flies for the upcoming trout season.  Intermediate/advanced tiers will 
participate in a workshop setting where CVTU tiers will demonstrate 
some of their favorite patterns and techniques.  For further information 
see the November issue of Tight Lines or call Alan Stansbury  at 245-
9117 or email alandebbe@embarqmail.com .   
 

CVTU Membership is 470  
 

     CVTU receives a $15 rebate from the special $17.50 first-year 
membership dues  when the chapter code, 052, is marked on the appli-
cation.  Applications are available in the local fly shops.  You may renew 
your membership by mail or on the web at www.tu.org .  You may also 
renew, or change your membership information by calling TU Customer 
Service at 1-800-834-2419.  For more information, contact Clark Hall, 
Membership Chairman. 
     Following are CVTU’s new members since the September issue of 
Tight Lines: James Cates, Shermans Dale; Tom Lanyi, Carlisle; Frank 
Sherman III, Mechanicsburg; Randall Wallet, Honey Brook, PA. 
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Cumberland Valley 
Chapter Officers and 
Directors (director term) 
 

President 
     Jim Hutcheson, (10) 
          249-7298 
 

Vice President 
     Alan Stansbury, (09) 
          245-9117 
 

Secretary 
     Anne Barrett, (10) 
          991-5721 
 

Treasurer 
     Paul Rouse, (10) 
          486-8246 
 

Editor 
     Clark Hall, (11) 
          697-4549 
 

Solicitor 
     Rich Mislitsky 
          486-4464 
 

Directors 
 

     Tom Baltz, (11)     
           486-7438 
 

     Tom Brennan, (11) 
          243-5015 
 

     Tom Houf, (11) 
          258-8590 
 

     vacant, (11) 
          000-0000  
 

     Gene Giza, (09) 
          713-8282 
 

     Chet Hagenbarth, (09) 
          218-0283 
 

     Ken Okorn, (09) 
          697-2451 
 

     Jim Rainey, (09) 
          249-5398 
 

     Rowland Harrison, (10) 
          697-1071 
 

     Robert Thompson, (10) 
          243-1967 
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     As we approach October and the start of fall fishing for big 
browns on the move to spawn and steelhead returning to 
their rivers, I encourage all of you to take advantage of these 
spectacular days before the onset of winter and the reduced 
fishing activity that means for most of us.  I especially encour-
age anyone who has not done so before to get up to Erie for 
the fall steelhead fishing, an entirely different experience from 
fishing the Breeches or any of the other streams in our 
neighborhood. 
     I also encourage everyone to take a few minutes to visit 
the site of the former Spangler’s Mill dam on the Yellow 
Breeches.  As most of you know, we have received Growing 
Greener and National Fish and Wildlife Foundation grants to 
remove two dams on the Breeches.  The work on Spangler’s 
Mill was completed in mid September, and the results are 
spectacular!  We also sponsored the removal of dam rem-
nants on Big Spring, a project completed a week after the 
Spangler’s Mill removal.  The Big Spring removal was the first 
step in a much larger project in which we are partnering with 
The Big Spring Watershed Association and the PA Fish and 
Boat Commission, and which we hope will begin to restore 
this fishery to its former glory. 
     I would like to ask all members of this chapter of TU to 
take a few minutes to look at their schedules, to assess their 
skills and abilities, and to try to find some way to help in one 
or the other of our ongoing projects. For stream improvement 
activities the POC is Gene Giza; for the Eastern Sports Show 
the POC is Tom Houf; and for the Limestoner Banquet the 
POC is Jim Rainey.  These activities are 100% dependent on 
voluntary help from the membership and all too often are car-
ried out by the same small group.  Please help us expand 
this group and bring new blood and fresh thinking to chapter 
life.  
 

      Tight lines, 
       ������������  

�
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From the President, Jim Hutcheson 

     Glenn was formerly a very active chapter and board member 
who was also involved in the early years of the formation of the 
Rivers Conservation Camp.  His work travel schedule has pre-
vented his attendance for the past 10 years, but he is still very 
much a CVTU’er at heart and hopes to become active again 
when his schedule changes. 
     We look forward to seeing you on October 15 at the Allen-
berry Meadow Lodge. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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     October 5,6, & 7 are the dates you will 
need to mark on your calendar for our Great 
Lakes Steelhead Trip.  Steelhead are lake run 
rainbows averaging 6-8 pounds.  Sight fishing 
with a 6-weight rod and 3X or 4X tippet is the 
norm.  All PA tributaries are small to medium 
size, and either hip boots or waders will work. 
     The weather is usually very pleasant with 
temperatures ranging in the 50’s to low 70’s.  I 
usually fish streamers in the morning and then 
switch to nymphs, wets and large dries in the 
PM.  These fish can be aggressive at this time 
of year, but by the same token, they will turn 
off as quickly as they turn on.  There is no av-
erage day, but many fishermen experience 
double-digit hookups daily. 
     Have your tackle in good working order 
because you may actually see that backing 
that you haven’t seen since you wound your 
new line on!  Spin fishermen are welcome as 
well.  Early morning and slightly off color water 
is usually the best bet for this type of fishing. 
     Any lodging west of Erie will do, but here 
are two to consider: Quality Inn, 6467 Sterret-
tania Rd. 814-838-7647 or El Patio Motel, 
2950 West Lake Rd. 814-838-9772.  My home 
base for fall Steelhead is Folly’s End Camp-
ground, 814-474-5730.  They have a fly and 
tackle store, 1/2 mile of Elk Creek stream 
frontage, and an experienced staff to help you 
with your fishing and camping needs. 
     I can be reached by phone at 258-6669 or 
by e-mail at addictedanglerTD@aol.com  for 
more information and to confirm your trip.  
 

State and National level in a program la-
beled “Back the Brookie”. 
     In the Laurel Lake area, for example, the 
partnership in recent years focused their at-
tention on Mountain Creek, a cold, aquifer-
fed mountain stream where brook trout have 
barely survived, even as the area developed 
dramatically in recent years. That develop-
ment is continuing a challenge that threatens 
the brook trout with contaminated runoff, 
acid rain, and the threat of rising water tem-
peratures, said Terry Sipe, ACTU stream 
coordinator for Mountain Creek. These are 
deterrents in maintaining the recommended 
pH levels in the ecosystem for wild trout to 
survive. 
     Besides a comprehensive study of the 
stream flows, water chemistry, and insects 
now underway, several trees and shrubs 
have been planted along the brook to serve 
as a buffer that will help maintain water qual-
ity and keep the brook's water temperature 
cool enough for trout to flourish. This proc-
ess to enhance the wild brook trout popula-
tion in the upper reaches of Mountain Creek 
is known as “lime dosing”. It has dramatically 
changed the pH levels of the water which 
benefit’s both the fish and the aquatic life in 
the stream. Annually members dump tons of 
crushed limestone along the stream edges.  
During high flows the crushed limestone acts 
as a buffer, enhancing the water quality by 
increasing the pH levels. This limestone dos-
ing process was tested and proven success-
ful in the Shenandoah forest. 
     Habitat restoration efforts can and will 
make a big difference.  Working in a 900 
foot-long section, members re-created natu-
ral meanders, added in-stream boulders, 
rocks, and a fallen tree here and there to re-
establish a more natural stream with better 
habitat for wild brook trout. Mountain Laurel 
is plentiful, stabilizing the stream banks and 
providing the fish with overhead cover which 
protects the fish from predators and helps 
keeps the water temperature cooler. 
     Members monitored wild trout popula-
tions before and after the lime dosing and 
restoration work. Since the work started in 
early 2004, populations have run between 
160 percent and 180 percent of what they 
were before the restoration.  

�

(Continued from page 1) 

One of 5 teams that raked the spawning beds on 
the Letort on Sept. 20.  L to R: Tom Houf, Chris 
Zalesky, and Gerry Kerstetter.  16 year old Chris 
drove 80 miles from Doylestown to participate in 

this FITS project.  Photo by Gene Giza.   
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              gives a nice effect. 
Thread: Pale yellow 6/0 or 8/0, such as Orvis 
              primrose or Uni-Thread light cahill 
Tails:     Light ginger hackle fibers 
Rib:       Tan Thread, 6/0 or 3/0 depending 
              on hook size 
Body:    Pale yellow dubbing.  I like beaver  
               dubbing for this fly. 
Wing:    Yellow-dyed elk hair 
Hackle: Barred ginger.  Light ginger or  
              yellow could also be used  
 

Tying Instructions 
 

1. Tie in the thread about 2/3 of the way to 
the bend and tie in about 8 light ginger 
hackle fibers for the tail.  The tail should 
be about half the length of the hook 
shank. 

2. Tie in a piece of tan thread for a rib.  3/0 
thread works well for a size 12.  6/0 
should work for smaller sizes. 

3. Apply the pale yellow dubbing to the 
thread as a direct dubbing and wind it on 
about ¾ of the way to the hook eye. 

4. Wind on the ribbing thread to give the 
body a segmented appearance.  I like to 
counter-wind the ribbing for durability.  
Tie it down and snip off any excess 
thread. 

5. Cut a bundle of dyed yellow elk hair, 
even the hair tips, and tie it on as a wing 
extending slightly past the rear of the 
body.  Trim off the butt sections of the 
hair. 

6. Tie in a barred ginger hackle matched to 
the hook size.  Trim the hackle butt and 
wind the tying thread closer to the eye of 
the hook, leaving room for the head of 
the fly. 

7. Wind on about 4 wraps of hackle forward 
making each wrap closer to the hook eye 
than the previous wrap and tie it off.  
Trim the excess hackle. 

8. Make a whip finish head, snip off the ty-
ing thread, and apply head cement. 

 

     This fly will float reasonably well using 
dry-fly floatant.  I talked to one other fly fish-
erman who said he tried a fluorescent yellow 
pattern to match these stoneflies, but the 
fluorescent pattern did not work.  This pat-
tern works well on Clark’s Creek in June, 
and I also have had some success with it on 
Penn’s Creek.  
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     The primary distribution of Tight Lines is 
via email.   
     It is, therefore, very important that we 
have your current email address.  To con-
tinue to receive Tight Lines, as well as re-
minders of Members Meetings and special 
events, send your current email address to 
clarkhall@comcast.net .  Put my email ad-
dress in your address book and/or add it to 
your “safe senders list” to avoid the spam 
filters. 
     For those who do not have email, copies 
of Tight Lines may be picked up at either 
Yellow Breeches Outfitters or TCO Car-
lisle  around the 1st of each month, except for 
the months of August and December.   
     Tight Lines will be mailed by request only.  
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Little Yellow Stonefly  

     I was fishing on Clark’s Creek in early 
June of 1995, and I noticed the trout taking a 
small yellow stonefly, which appeared to be 
emerging directly from the water like most 
mayfly hatches.  Some other fishermen also 
noticed the same emergence pattern.  I 
looked for a good yellow adult stonefly pat-
tern but was not able to find one at the time, 
so I made my own pattern.  I have since 
found a similar pattern in one of Charles 
Meck’s books.  
 

Pattern 
 

Hook:    2X long dry fly hook such as a  
              Mustad 94831 or Tiemco 2302, 
              sizes 12 to 16.  This Tiemco hook 
              has a humped-back shank, which 
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